Wonthaggi’s Hidden Gem
Recreation and Ecosystems for the Future.
Carney’s Rd ‐ Wonthaggi

Project Update
Initial Project Summary:





Site Clean‐up;
Re‐vegetation;
Construct a small ephemeral Wetland;
Construct a Boardwalk behind the wetland.

The project focus throughout the past few months has been to work through some significant milestones
associated with obtaining permits and meeting other regulatory obligations since the project start in
January.

Cultural Heritage Management Plan:
There is a legal requirement when undertaking any ground disturbance considered to be a ‘high impact
activity’ and/or ‘an area of cultural heritage sensitivity’, to comply with the Aboriginal Heritage Act 2006.
In these areas, planning permits, licences and work authorities cannot be issued unless a Cultural Heritage
Management Plan has been approved for the activity.
A Cultural Heritage Management Plan is a written report containing the results of the assessment and
recommendations for measures to be taken before, during and after an activity to manage and protect
Aboriginal Cultural Heritage in the activity area. The Cultural Heritage Management Plan is prepared by a
Cultural Heritage Advisor/Consultant.

The Carney’s Rd Site:
The Registered Aboriginal Party and Traditional Owners for the site are the Bunurong Aboriginal
Corporation Land Council (BLCAC).
Funding for an independent Cultural Heritage Advisor, Archaeologist Consultant to undertake this process
was included in our successful application from the Pick My Project, Victorian Government grant process.
The Carney’s Rd site has a small area of a Cultural Heritage Sensitivity Overlay located in the South West
corner. This overlay extends into the new Secondary College site located across the Rail Trail to the west.
As part of the approvals process for the new College, a Cultural Heritage Management Plan was
undertaken before construction began. A number of ‘Scatter’ sites were found on the higher ground and
have been either, protected from any works, re‐located to avoid construction works, consolidated into
protected sites or removed off site altogether.
The location of the proposed Wetland and Boardwalk activity area is not located in an area of Cultural
Heritage Sensitivity and is not a high impact activity.
However, In deference to the above, the nearby sensitivity overlay and out of respect for the Traditional
Owners, we undertook to do a voluntary Standard Assessment Cultural Heritage Management Plan. It was
also deemed prudent to undertake a Standard Assessment to avoid potentially long delays if any artefacts
were to be uncovered during the excavation of the wetland.
A Standard Assessment Cultural Heritage Management Plan involves a desktop audit that includes a
geomorphic study geology unit and historic land use studies undertaken. A Victorian Cultural Heritage
Register and Information System audit was undertaken.

Wonthaggi’s Hidden Gem
Recreation and Ecosystems for the Future.
Carney’s Rd ‐ Wonthaggi

Project Update
An initial meeting with the Bunurong Aboriginal Corporation Land Council, our Consultant and SGCS was
held to discuss the project details including the wetland design and the extent of the works to be
undertaken. This resulted in an on‐site visit with our Consultant, a Traditional Owner representative from
the Bunurong Aboriginal Corporation Land Council and ourselves.
During that visit:





The project details were outlined;
The activity boundaries for works to be undertaken were set;
Five core soil samples were sampled, sieved and analysed for the presence of any artefacts or
middens;
A test quadrant in the construction zone approximately 1 x 1 x 0.2 metres was dug and the soil
was sieved and analysed the presence of any artefacts or middens.

No evidence of any artefacts were found.
Following the site visit and sampling a further meeting was held and it was decided that a full Complex
Assessment was required given:




The terrain on the site is comprised of low, wet area and sandy rises and ridges which is similar to
the adjacent terrain of the new College site.
There have been artefacts found on the College site and the likelihood of finding artefacts on the
Carney’s Rd site was higher than originally thought.
There is an existing, partial Cultural Heritage Sensitivity Overlay, on the Carney’s Rd site;

The full Complex Assessment has now been completed and the full Cultural Heritage Management Plan
was approved in August, 2019.
Notices of Intent have been submitted to the Secretary Department of Premier and Cabinet and the
Bunurong Aboriginal Corporation Land Council. The Cultural Heritage Management Plan has been
registered with Aboriginal Victoria and an Activity Advisory Group appointed.
All of this this has involved much toing and froing, delays and …loads of paperwork.
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Navigating these processes would not have been possible without Anita our Archaeologist and Heritage
Advisor and Consultant. Anita has generously contributed a significant amount of volunteer time and
expertise in addition to her consultancy fees. This contribution has saved a significant amount in what is a
fairly tight project budget.
The approved Cultural Heritage Management Plan requires, amongst many ongoing obligations, to
safeguard any Aboriginal cultural sensitivities and heritage as we undertake earthworks for the wetland in
the designated activity area.
Cultural Heritage Management Conditions:
Condition 1: Prior to the commencement of the activity a cultural heritage induction must be undertaken
for the Sponsor/Sponsor’s delegate and all key personnel involved in ground disturbance works within the
activity area. This must take place prior to, or on the day of, the activity commencing. The induction must
be completed by a representative of the RAP (Registered Aboriginal Party) and a RAP Heritage Advisor. This
cultural heritage induction must be organised and paid for by the Sponsor who must allow at two weeks’
notice prior to the commencement of the works.
Condition 2: During the excavation of the dam a compliance inspection must be undertaken by a
representative of the RAP and a RAP Heritage Advisor. If any in situ Aboriginal cultural heritage material is
identified during the compliance inspection, controlled manual or mechanical excavation of the find spot,
comprising either 1x1 m or 2x1 m exploratory pit must be supervised by the RAP representative and the
RAP Heritage Advisor. All excavated soil from the pit must be sieved through screens no greater than 5 mm
aperture. A single trench must be excavated over each find spot until the nature and extent of the place has
been determined. After the RAP representatives have recorded the place no further management is
required other than that detailed in Section 2.2.
Condition 3: During the activity a copy (hard copy) of the approved CHMP must be retained on site. The
CHMP must be readily accessible to all construction staff for the duration of the activity.
This is to manage any unexpected Aboriginal cultural heritage that may be discovered. This could be:





Stratified occupation deposits
Shell midden,
Mound, quarry,
Stone arrangement etc

If anything is found of cultural significant, then all work must cease and barriers erected etc. Appropriate
RAP personnel are then notified for an appropriate salvage operation.
It is important for us to all appreciate that these legal obligations take time. It is like a jigsaw, bringing the
elements together and is also very costly. We have been fortunate through the Pick My Project funding to
have been able to include the cost of the Cultural Heritage Management Plan. Our budget is $15,000 and
to date we are within that scope. As an example, a daily fee for the RAP advisors to be on site is $1,200
and two advisors must be present.
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Now that we have an approved Cultural Heritage Management Plan we are now required to obtain
approval for from the Department Environment Land Water and Planning (DELWP) for the wetland and
boardwalk designs and the West Gippsland Catchment Management Authority (WGCMA) for a Works on
Waterway Permit. This process is now underway and once approvals are given site works can begin with
our preferred contractor.

The primary elements for this phase 1 of the project are:
Contractors: Sourcing, Quotes, Meetings, Engagement, Supervision, Acquittal, Reporting etc:
o
o
o
o
o
o
o
o

Weed control – Primarily Blackberry
Fencing ‐ to keep vehicles out
Rubbish removal
Cultural Heritage Consultant
Re‐vegetation using local species and the appropriate Ecological Vegetation Class (EVC)
Wetland and Boardwalk Design
Earthworks Contractor
Volunteers for planting and boardwalk construction.

Government Agencies:
o

o
o
o
o
o

o

Department Environment Land Water and Planning (DELWP)
 Site lease
 Re‐vegetation Management Plan
 Approvals and Permits for Wetland and Boardwalk Design
West Gippsland Catchment Management Authority
 Works on Waterway Permit
Bass Coast Shire Council
 Carney’s Rd, partial closure and stormwater discharge management discussions.
Aboriginal Victoria
 Lodgement of Cultural Heritage Management Plan
Bunurong Aboriginal Corporation Land Council
 Cultural Heritage Management Plan planning, approval and oversight.
Parks Victoria:
 Surrounding Bush‐Land management.
 Some great assistance and advice.
Victorian Government (Pick My Project):
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Community application process, voting and training
Victorian Common Funding Agreement
Reporting and funding acquittal against agreed milestones

Other significant stakeholders:
o

o
o

SGCS Members:
 Assisted by, and with thanks to members of the Cape Paterson Ratepayers
Association, Friends of Harmers Haven and the wider community.
 Working Bees
 Rubbish removal
 Planting days
Bass Coast Landcare
 Funding for 3000 plants
Wonthaggi Seed Bank and Nursery
 Plants…lots of lovely indigenous plants!
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Historical context:
Wonthaggi was originally founded and existed for its coal to supply Melbourne. The mines closed many
years ago. Today the legacy of past mining is a network of underground mining shafts and tunnels that are
scattered in and around the township. Much of the land above these mine shafts and tunnels cannot be
developed due to the potential for land subsidence and/or collapse; all of these sites are Crown Land,
some are leased for grazing or other agricultural use, some are and managed protected reserves and
others have significant stands of remnant or re‐growth indigenous bushland. In 1982 the former Land
Conservation Council mapped all these areas (see image below). Although not widely recognised or even
valued, the extent of these reserves is unique to Wonthaggi and provides many opportunities for
protection of bush‐land, flora and fauna as well as opportunities for a connected network of walking trails
across different landscapes and passive recreation connections to the coast, hinterland and township.
Carney’s Rd is one of these with a Crown land parcels regulated by DELWP. The site is approximately 11‐
hectares and is surrounded on 3 sides by significant remnant bushland managed by Parks Victoria. The
SGCS has a lease on the DELWP site to undertake the re‐vegetation, wetland and boardwalk construction.
The leased site also has some significant remnant vegetation which is fragmented and in places degraded.
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In more recent times:
Volunteers from WSBN have been collecting seed from Carney’s Rd for a number of years, seeds from the
remnant bush. It was becoming very noticeable during these visits that the site was being accessed
inappropriately. People were illegally dumping rubbish and motor vehicles and bikes were using the site
for 4WD rallies etc. The site is severely degraded in a number of areas.

The two groups (WSBN and SGCS) collaborated to protect and re‐vegetate the site, applying for local
grants. WSBN applied to council for a fencing grant to protect the main access points to the site and the
SGCS were given 3,000 plants for the re‐vegetation by the Bass Coast Landcare Network. The WSBN
collected local seed and propagated the 3,000 plants for planting on the site purchased by Bass Coast
Landcare.
Our initial attempts to commence the project were delayed until a new initiative became available
through the Victorian Government – Pick My Project which had the potential to achieve some significant
funding to undertake works on the site. We submitted an expression of interest in our project and were
successful, thanks to voting by the local community.
The Pick My Project funding of $99,000 for phase 1 of the project is funding:




Initial weed control (Blackberry)
Wetland survey and design
Boardwalk design, soil test, footing engineering and materials

We will continue to seek out further funding for future stages of the project.
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Where we are at:
A requirement for the DELWP lease on the site was to undertake a Re‐vegetation Management Plan.
The SGCS would like to thank Alison Oates for her significant volunteer contribution in the preparation of
Re‐vegetation Management Plan. Alison has been on site numerous times undertaking plant surveys,
identifying and mapping each EVC area and identifying plant species and expected coverage and numbers
per hectare as per the required Habitat Hectare criteria.
The Re‐vegetation Management Plan has been completed and approved by DELWP. The plan accounts for
future planting and management which will be subject to new funding when available.

The three EVC’s identified on the site are:




Damp Sands Herb‐rich Woodland;
Damp Melaleuca Scrub;
Tall Marsh
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Once the wetland has been constructed and is full of water small patches of the identified EVC’s; Aquatic
Sedgeland and Aquatic Herbland will be locally sourced for planting. Survey levels provide data for the
location for the wetland.

This project has largely been about balancing the timing of elements that rely on each other, primarily the
Cultural Heritage Management Plan.
Across different agencies and their various regulatory requirements progress and implementation have
been (in order or concurrent):











Site Licence for SGCS to manage the land – DELWP
o Completed
Re‐vegetation Management Plan
o Approved ‐ DELWP
Wetland and Boardwalk survey and design:
o Completed – Private Contractor.
Wetland water capacity and discharge design.
o Ensure wetland does not discharge water at a greater volume or velocity beyond the
current values:
o Bass Coast Shire and SGCS
o Design meets the Bass Coast Shire design parameters
Cultural Heritage Management Plan:
o Private Cultural Heritage Consultant, the Bunurong Aboriginal Corporation Land Council,
SGCS
o Completed and approved
Fencing of Site:
o Private Contractor, Bass Coast Shire, Parks Victoria and SGCS
o Could not be undertaken until required activity area had been identified and machinery
access to the site was ascertained.
o Completed
Wetland Design and Boardwalk Approval:
o DELWP Approval dependent on an approved Cultural Heritage Management Plan.
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o Approval ‐ Pending
Works on Waterway Approval for Wetland Design and Boardwalk:
o WGCMA Approval dependent on an approved Cultural Heritage Management Plan.
o Approval ‐ Pending
o Approval ‐ Pending

Today and moving forward:
 The fence has been constructed
 The rubbish is all but gone ‐ the last four dumped cars are on their way out (as soon as the ground
dries out enough to access them)
 Two thousand plants have been planted – thank you to SGCS members and other community
groups for volunteering at the Planting Working Bees. Another one is scheduled to get the
remaining plants in the care of WSBN into the ground as soon as the weather allows
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About the plants:
The plants funded by Landcare, were originally grown for this site (3,000) some 18 months ago with the
intention of planting them back then. Unfortunately that could not occur and the plants have been
nurtured by WSBN volunteers since then. Many of these members have also volunteered at the SGCS
Working Bees; rubbish removal and planting days at Carney’s Rd. Thanks to all WSBN seed collecting
team and the propagating team members and all those that kept the plants in good condition over that
long period.

Subject to future funding additional work will be undertaken that will include more re‐vegetation work,
weed control, and formalised walking trail(s) to connect with the Rail Trail to the West and the proposed
walking track to Inverloch.
Project Milestones
To date we have been successful at each of our milestone reporting phases with Pick My Project having
secured 70% of the funding. We are looking forward now to moving into the next funding phase to secure
another 20%. Once approvals are given by DELWP and the WGCMA the next phase will be to construct the
wetland. This entails:
Utilising the existing old farm dam the ephemeral wetland will wrap around the upstream side of the dam
and will require:






Stripping topsoil from the wetland footprint of approximately 1500 SqM @ 200mm Depth a
total of approximately 300 cubic metres of topsoil.
When the excavation of the wetland is complete reuse the topsoil over same area @ 100mm
minimum depth, a total of 150 cubic metres.
Design level spoil removal 100 cubic metres – this will create a maximum depth of the
wetland.**
**Extra cut of 200mm, 300 cubic metres – this will occur if the impervious clay layer is below
800mm depth of cut.
Amount needed for mound & embankment 200 cubic metres
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Silt in old dam of 500mm thickness, 150 cubic metres
Wetland overflow discharge; rock filter spoils 150‐300 diameter, 20 cubic metres
Wetland overflow discharge; textile fabric 75 Sq Metres
Stripping the upper 200mm soil from around the existing dam.



Revegetation ‐ The wetland will be planted with indigenous wetland plants. Three species
already exist on the site. Any other species in the appropriate EVC will be sourced from local
wetlands



Excess spoil from the dam excavation will be used to fill deep wheel ruts on existing track
most of these tracks will ultimately re‐vegetated. Phase 2 of the project, subject to funding,
will formalise the existing track on the north‐west side of the wetland linking to the site
entrance and boardwalk. Seating and interpretive signage will be installed on the existing
track footprint.



A boardwalk approximately 1.5m wide by 48m long will be constructed just above ground
level using ‘no dig footings’ boardwalk and re‐cycled plastic decking on the western margin of
the created wetland.

If you have any enquiries regarding this SGCS project report update, please contact Dave Sutton 0419 230
110 or Linda Pettit 0423 932 024. Keep up to date by visiting the SGCS Face Book – Events posts!

