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ñBLUE  CARBON ò TALK  

Around 30 members gathered at the Bunurong 

Environment Centre, Inverloch on the evening of 

26 February, for an illustrated talk on Blue 

Carbon. This is the storage of organic carbon 

from the atmosphere in vegetated coastal 

habitats, and itôs up to 40 times more efficient 

than terrestrial carbon storage. The most 

important vegetated coastal habitats for Blue 

Carbon sequestration are seagrass meadows, 

tidal marshes and mangroves.  

The Victorian Coastal Council and Deakin 

University are working together on developing 

two potential projects in Victoria, including one 

in Gippsland for Blue Carbon storage by 

rehabilitating degraded, former saltwater marsh/

mangrove sites.  

Some members 

enjoyed dinner 

together at a local 

hotel before the 

talk, and supper 

provided a good 

time for informal 

discussion and 

socializing.  

 

If you donôt live around 

Inverloch, and would 

like to assist in 

organizing a Blue 

Carbon talk in a town 

near you, please 

contact Dave Sutton 

(0419 230 110), Aileen 

Vening (0408 726 717) 

or Alison Brewster 

(0414 813 878).  
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CLEAN  UP AUSTRALIA  DAY  

Members of  the South 

G i pps l an d  Con s e r v a t i on 

Society, Peregrines walking 

group and Wonthaggi Seedbank 

collected about 10 bags of rubbish on Clean Up 

Australia Day in the Cape Liptrap Coastal Park at 

the Five Mile. The vast 

majority of the rubbish 

was plast ic f rom 

hundreds of tiny pieces 

to bait bags, large 

drums, crates, ropes & 

fishing net. We shared 

the beach with a local 

scout group and the 

Venus Bay Surf Lifesaving Club who took out 

some of our bags.  

I NVERLOCH  JAZZ  FESTIVAL  

SGCS members at the Jazz Festival 

parade on 10 March.  
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Bunurong Coast Education had a very successful summer season, and has for the first time 

run activities over the Labour Day long weekend. The number of schools and groups booking 

is increasing rapidly and we have recruited additional sessional presenters to cope with the 

demand. We are able to keep our prices down due to the assistance of  volunteers with one 

off or regular tasks such as meeting and greeting the Discovery activity attendees, repairing 

and purchasing equipment, managing the displays in the Discovery room and helping out 

with school groups or particular activities. Please contact Wendy Davies if you'd like to be 

involved.  

The Discovery Room at the Bunurong 

Environment Centre has new displays 

and activities, including a "Fish Net 

Monster" hanging off the side of the 

building which is made of fishing nets 

that have washed up on local beaches.  

TANK  UPDATE  

 
With changes to the new Discovery Room, the 

óRock Poolô tank has been relocated to the 

eastern wall of the room.  During the change, 

the tank had an overhaul and the installation of 

a top quality multi -media filtration system.  

This has augmented the existing protein 

skimmer, resulting in water quality that is 

consistently at optimum levels.  

Freshwater aquarists will know the nitrification 

cycle which is the same as a marine tank.  Add 

phosphate, calcium and carbonate hardness 

and things get interesting.  Daily checks, water 

testing and adjustments are essential to 

keeping a tank at optimum level.  

We are now looking for a volunteer to assist 

with the daily checks and to learn marine tank 

care and management.  The reward is the 

education and appreciation of visitors, whilst 

gaining marine tank experience and an insight 

into a community aquarium.  

Drop in and have a look.  

Fish net monster  
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Tickets for the Discovery 

activities for the Easter 

Holidays are now for sale 

online at the SGCS  website 

www.sgcs.org.au .  

Make your bookings now, and 

don't miss out, the tickets sell 

quickly.  

  

Highlights  of our Labour Day  Discovery 
Program included opportunities to:  

 Join a ranger on a search to find the 

traces animals leave behind.  

 Uncover the secrets of the sea on a 

Rockpool Ramble at Picnic Bay.  

 Learn about the flora of the Prom and 

make a beautiful sun dyed bag to take 

home.  

Junior geologist, Fergus, points to a calcite vein 

faulting.  

Dinosaur Discovery  

Learn about the dinosaurs that once 
roamed the Bass Coast area and hunt 

for dinosaur fossils. See the dinosaur 

footprint, earthquake fault lines, 

volcanic lava and petrified trees from 
the age of the dinosaurs. Rock breaking 

hammers supplied, or BYO. Bonus cave 

exploration: bring a torch!  

Activities include:  

Astronomy Dancing with the Stars  

See stars and planets through 

astronomical telescopes. Learn about 
apps used to navigate the skies. In the 

event of cloudy weather this activity 

will be go ahead as an indoor 
astronomical research activity in the 

discovery room, learning about what 

there is to see in the skies and how to 
do it.  

Wildlife Spotlighting  

Explore the night for our local nocturnal 
wildlife. Spotlights are supplied, but 

bring your own torch as well.  
This session is presented by Mike 

Cleeland, Education Officer at Bunurong 
Coast Education.  

These activities are presented by Mike 

Cleeland, Education Officer at Bunurong 
Coast Education.  
 

Mike has been involved in the Dinosaur 

Dreaming dig for 19 years and is an 

expert presenter and palaeontologist Φ 

http://www.sgcs.org.au/
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SUNDAY 22 APRIL 2018 ðALL WELCOME!  
 

Our first Society Excursion for 2018 is to Walkerville South and Cape Liptrap. You will 

need car transport -  if you don't have a vehicle, you may be able to arrange car -pooling.  

 
We will meet first at  10.00am  at the boat ramp at Walkerville 

South (parking for about 6 -8 cars), where we will look at the 

historic lime kilns, and investigate the rock pools, birds, and 
geology. We will have lunch (BYO everything) at either 

Walkerville South or nearby Bear Gully, which also offers beach, 

birds, rocks etc. to explore. Both Walkerville South and Bear 
Gully have toilets, but there are no shops. A plant list and 

geological map will be available on the day.  

 

After lunch, we'll drive to the Cape Liptrap lighthouse (no toilets), 
to look at plants, rocks and views of Wilson's Promontory, and 

hear a little of the history of the lighthouse. We'll have afternoon 

tea there around  4pm  (BYO thermos and snacks), then people 
can depart when they wish.  

 

The excursion will take place regardless of weather (this is green 

Gippsland we live in!), unless there's an Extreme Weather 
Warning for that day.  

 

Walkerville South is about an hour's drive from Leongatha or 
Inverloch, and 40 minutes from Foster.  

 

Enquiries:   Alison Brewster  03 5674 3986  or  0414 813 878  
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http://www.promcountry.com.au/cape -

liptrap -coastal -park  

https://foster.vic.au/limeburners -walk/  


