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Look what’s new!
Bookings are open NOW for the

The new look website is up and
running!

coming school holidays!
The Eventbrite on line ticketing system is

If you haven’t visited in a while, take a

now up and live via the website. Don’t

look at http://www.sgcs.org.au

miss out – book your summer activity

It looks great. It’s easy to navigate. It is

tickets now. The system is easy to use

filled with information about the

and navigate and all tickets are fully

Conservation Society and the Bunurong

refundable up until 7 days before the

Education Centre. And there are loads of

activity. Some activities are

entertaining activities for you and the

FREE and some cost only $10

kids.

per person.

The Burrunan dolphin
Matt Montemurro from the Marine Mammal Foundation spoke at Bunurong Coast Education
event on October the 8th about the Burrunan dolphin which was newly described in 2011.
The Marine Mammal Foundation is a leading
marine mammal conservation, research and
education organisation. Matt took us on the
journey of discovery of the Burrunan dolphin.
This dolphin species is an inland waterways
specialist, and is predominantly found in Port
Phillip Bay and the Gippsland Lakes, although
they have been seen in Westernport. The
Burrunan dolphin differs from the Common
bottlenose dolphin in that it is smaller and
tricolor instead of being dark coloured. Matt
explained the genetic differences in both
genomic and mitochondrial DNA and displayed
skulls to show the anatomical differences
between the species. Matt showed us
photographs of the whales, seals and dolphins
and explained how plastic waste causes
entanglement and is ingested killing and injuring
wildlife. A dolphin autopsy showed plastic bags
in the stomach of a dolphin and a subsequent
infestation of threadworm which killed the
animal. If you’d like to be involved more
information is at www.marinemammal.org.au
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Bunurong Coast Education delivers activities in 5 different programs:
Weekend and Holiday activities
Summer by the Sea, which is funded by Coastcare
Home Schooling Education
Groups, including schools
Community Education

Activities include:
•
Climate change
•
Coastal geology
•
Coastal native gardening
•
Coastal wildlife display
•
Coasts and climate
•
Dinosaur discovery
•
Dinosaur discovery level 2
•
Environmental careers expo
•
Film nights
•
Human impact
•
Koolasuchus
•
Mud brick building

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Netting
Palaeolab
Plant identification workshops
Plastics in the marine environment
Recycling
Rockpool ramble
Shell museum guided tours
Threatened species
Volcanics
Whale watching
Wildlife and geology cruise
Wildlife spotlighting

If you would like more information contact us at BCE@sgcs.org.au

Rockpooling with BCE
Students from Trafalgar Primary School
got a bonus last month with the discovery
of a Blue Ringed Octopus.
Rockpooling group leader Garry Spence
found the colourful animal beneath the
first rock he looked under.
The finding of such a healthy active
specimen was unusual at this time of
year, as the octopus only lives for one
year and most adults have usually died
off by this time.
As was explained to the students, the
blue ringed octopus is highly poisonous
and should not be handled under any
circumstances.

Photo courtesy of Jeannie Mendez
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Book activities online now
for the holidays!

Rockpool Ramble
Be amazed as your explore our rocky
shores and discover our spectacular
rockpool wildlife. Seastars, crabs,
marine snails, colourful seaweeds and
sponges are among the rock platform
diversity to be seen with your marine
guide.

Plastics in the Marine
Environment
Join Aileen Vening in the campaign for
a reduction in marine plastic pollution.

Dinosaur Discovery
Come and learn about the dinosaurs
that once roamed the Bass Coast area
and join the hunt for dinosaur fossils.
See the dinosaur footprint, earthquake
fault lines, volcanic lava and petrified
trees from the age of the dinosaurs.

Astronomy - Dancing with
the stars
Stargazing! Join Education Officer,
Mike Cleeland, to see stars and
planets through astronomical
telescopes.

The Palaeolab
This activity is an indoors lab activity
suitable for junior palaeontologists
working on local dinosaur bones. Learn
how to find and identify Australian
dinosaurs, get up to date with the
latest Palaeontology research, and
make your own dinosaur fossil!

Dinosaur Discovery 2
For people who have already been to
the dinosaur dig; a special expedition
to Eagles Nest to see the site of
Australia's first dinosaur bone
discovery. See earthquake fault
lines, petrified trees and join the
hunt for dinosaur fossils with an
expert palaeontologist.

Wildlife Spotlighting
Explore the night for our local
nocturnal wildlife with our
Education Officer, Mike Cleeland.

For a full description of each activity,
including dates, location, price, and details
about the presenter, please go to the
website.

Coasts and Climate Change
This is a special presentation from our
local geographer Aileen Vening on the
likely impacts of current and future
climate change locally and worldwide.

All the information you need is on the
website.
You will also find the FAQs about booking
deadlines,
age
requirements
and
suggestions about what to wear and what
to bring.
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Clean Up Australia Day

You can make a difference—get involved

Could you organise a Clean Up
Australia day activity or join in one?
It is really easy.

I have organised a clean up at Cape
Paterson for the last two years and I
would like to encourage you to think
about organising or participating in one.
The Cape Paterson clean-ups were
supported by the Cape Paterson
Residents and Ratepayers Association
which promoted the event as part of their
regular working bees but also put on a
BBQ lunch after the morning clean up.

I honestly didn’t find it hard or time
consuming to organise and it was very
rewarding to see all that rubbish coming
in.

As a volunteer you need to:

• Sign up for a site at
https://
www.cleanupaustraliaday.org.au/
(you can search by postcode or Council
area). You can even just turn up on
the day if you are not able or good at
committing!
• Turn up on the day and meet likeminded people and do good work!

ANYONE can put their hand up to
organise a clean up. Most clean ups
happen on the Clean Up Australia day
which is March 4th in 2018 but you can
schedule your event when it suits you.
You can get together a group of your
family and friends or you can invite the
community around the clean up area to
join in. You can nominate to clean up a
street or a whole town/beach/park. Last
year at Cape Paterson we collected 10
bags of recyclables and 10 bags of
rubbish – in two hours! That’s a lot less
litter in our environment!

CAPE LIPTRAP COASTAL PARK BEACH
CLEAN UP
Aileen Vening, has organised an event in
the Cape Liptrap Coastal Park on 4 March
2018. The SGCS is the supporting
organisation. The focus will be the beach
in from the Five Mile track. She was
motivated to organise a clean up after
she saw the amount of rubbish that
accumulates on that beach during a walk
there with the Peregrines walking group
earlier this year.

As an organiser you need to:

• Register a site at
https://
www.cleanupaustraliaday.org.au/.

• Publicize the event.

CLEAN UP AUSTRALIA 2018 SITES

• Do a safety check of the area

The following sites have been registered
for 2018 so far…

beforehand.

• Turn up on the day with your Clean up

Bass Coast Shire: Cape Paterson,
Coronet Bay, Corinella, Newhaven and
two at Inverloch.

Australia ‘parcel’ – put on your
organiser vest, get volunteers to sign
the form, give a briefing and allocate
volunteers to areas of the site, make
sure the ‘rubbish’ is in the spot you
said you’d leave it for collection by the
local council.

South Gippsland Shire: Cape Liptrap
Coastal Park, Leongatha, Nyora, Port
Welshpool, Stockyard Creek, Turtons
Creek and Venus Bay Beach.

• After the event – fill in a brief report
and send it to Clean Up Australia.

Annette Read/Aileen Vening
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The Greens’ environmental policies

- a brief explanation

Like Greens Parties around the world, the Australian Greens are founded upon
four pillars: ecological sustainability, grassroots democracy, social justice, and
peace and non-violence. Here is a summary of the policies of the Victorian
Greens relating to sustainability and conservation.
Climate

Agriculture

Climate change poses the greatest
threat to our world in human history
and requires urgent local, national and
global action. The preservation of
human life is paramount.

The implementation of sustainable
farming
systems
is
essential
to
maintain productive landscapes and
food security, addressing the grave
threats
from
land
and
water
degradation, climate change and peak
oil.

Biodiversity

Victoria’s
unique
indigenous
biodiversity is valuable and must be
protected. Biodiverse ecosystems and
ecosystem processes sustain Earth’s
life support systems. Biodiversity is
essential to human survival, health
and wealth.

Industry
Victorian
industry
should
be
ecologically
and
economically
sustainable, with efficient transport
and communications infrastructure;
affordable and accessible education
and training; low cost, clean energy;
and an efficient, progressive and fair
tax base.

Forests
Victoria's forests must be managed in
accordance with the principles of
intergenerational
equity,
the
precautionary principle, biodiversity
conservation
and
respect
for
traditional ownership of Aboriginal and
Torres Strait Islander peoples.

Transport
Victoria's
transport
system
must
function on principles of ecological
sustainability, equity of access, and
public
control
of
critical
public
transport infrastructure.

Water

Waste

Access to clean and adequate water is
fundamental to life. We have a
responsibility to restore, maintain and
protect Victoria’s rivers and freshwater
environments as part of our natural
heritage and future prosperity.

All people have a right to clean air,
fresh water and unpolluted soil. Waste
as a by-product of industry and
individual living should be minimised
and eventually stopped.

Animals

Land Use

The way we treat animals reflects how
we treat ourselves and our society.
Animals are sentient beings capable of
feeling and suffering. Their intrinsic
worth is separate from human needs,
and their welfare must be respected.

All land use planning decisions must
give primacy to social equity and
ecological
sustainability,
including
open space and biodiversity, in all
human settlements.
Bushfires

Energy

South-East
Australia
is
incredibly
vulnerable
to
extreme
wildfires.
Evaluation of and response to the
urban-bushland/grassland interface is
necessary to ensure that public safety
and the environment are
protected.

State and local energy strategies must
be
based
on
the
principles
of
ecological sustainability and social
equity. Renewable energy is the only
way to achieve a sustainable energy
industry.

Find out more about the broad range of Greens policies at:
https://greens.org.au/policies/VIC
You can keep in touch with the local branch through Facebook:
https://www.facebook.com/BassCoastGreens/
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Threatened species at risk

- Deakin University research
find the bodies of chicks that had not
survived, which were then sent off for postmortem inspection.
“From the bodies we found, we determined
dog and bird attacks were the lead
candidates as causes of death,” Mr Schmidt
said.

Victorian beachgoers have been urged to
leash their pets, after Deakin University
ecologists found evidence of threatened
shorebirds mauled by dogs, including the
discovery of one dead chick dumped in a
rubbish bin.
Researchers from Deakin’s Centre for
Integrative Ecology, within the School of
Life and Environmental Sciences, have long
been working to halt the decline of the
hooded plover, a threatened species that
begins nesting on Victoria’s surf beaches at
the start of spring.

He said this had been expected by the
team, but the body of one bird they found
left them in utter shock – a mauled chick
dumped in a rubbish bin at an entry point
to Barwon Head’s 13th Beach.

“We knew the signal was coming from the
bin, so we had to scan each item in the bin
to locate the chick,” he said.

Wildlife and Conservation Biology Associate
Professor Mike Weston said this research
was recently expanded to include the radiotracking of newly hatched chicks, to give a
more accurate picture of what was
threatening their survival.

“The whole time I was thinking to myself
that this must be a mistake, how could a
small flightless chick of a threatened
species end up in a bin?”

“The battle to save threatened shorebirds
which breed on our
beaches rages
every spring and
summer, as
thousands of
Victorians and their
dogs enjoy time at
the beach, and the
birds desperately
try to breed,” Associate Professor Weston
said.

“The tiny body was tied into a bag
containing dog
faeces, and the
injuries were
consistent with
dog attack.
Internal organs
protruded and a
second bag was
used, apparently
to conceal the evidence.”
Associate Professor Weston said it was a
shameful act, and showed dog attacks
could be playing a prominent role in the
decline of hooded plovers.

“Sadly, the chances of surviving from
hatching to the age at which they can fly, a
mere 30 days, are so low that chick death
is considered a major conservation
problem.”

“This is not a trivial matter. Beachgoers
must obey the prevailing rules and
regulations, particularly the leashing laws,”
Dr Weston said.

“The chicks feed themselves within hours of
hatching, and that means these ‘balls of
fluff’, weighing as little as about five
grams, move a lot, while their attentive
parents shepherd them around the beach,
and work to keep them warm and safe
from predators.”

“Responsible dog ownership on beaches
means that dogs should not be able to hunt
and kill birds or other wildlife.
“Our philosophy has always been to find
solutions to promote coexistence, to share
the beach, with restrictions as a last resort.
The dog walking community on our
beaches needs to rise to the challenge, we
need them to help save this species.”

“Tracking such small and mobile creatures
is a real challenge, so after two decades of
research we decided to get bolder in our
approach.”
Deakin honours student Tom Schmidt led
the radio-tag project at beaches on the
Bellarine Peninsula, Mornington Peninsula
and Bass Coast, allowing researchers to

Elise Snashall-Woodhams
Deakin University
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Christmas Gifts Galore at the
Bunurong Environment Centre

News from the shop
- Bunurong Environment Centre
What’s happening with the new POS and
barcoding system?
If you’ve been into the Bunurong Environment
Centre shop recently you’ll have seen the new
equipment sitting at the rear of the shop. This is
the hardware which will enable us to continue
implementing the new point of sale (POS)
system for barcoding.
The new POS system will significantly improve
processes in the shop and will also help staff
and volunteers when it’s been fully
implemented. It’s a system that will scan items
to be sold (much the same as systems other
businesses use) and overall make the sale much
simpler for volunteers by calculating prices and
change to be given. In addition there are
efficiencies which will be made behind the
scenes with stock ordering and control.
The good news is that the task of implementing
the new system is progressing, however, it
won’t be finished and operational before the
busy summer holiday period. This means we’ll
be working with the manual system that we’ve
used up until now. While I appreciate this isn’t
ideal, the task of loading the barcodes into the
system is proving to be a big job and we’re
doing it with the help of volunteers who have
kindly offered to help. We then need to test that
the system is working and also train the
volunteers.
I’d particularly like to thank the people who
have put their hand up to help with this project.
I was most appreciative of those who
approached me to say they’d like to offer
assistance. I’d also like to say thanks to the
shop volunteers who have been working shifts
with a system that’s part-implemented and
doing it during some busy times like the recent
Melbourne Cup weekend.
Dene Elsegood, Shop Manager

7

It’s worthwhile visiting the shop
before you do your Christmas
shopping as we’ve recently taken into
stock quite a few new items, as well
as topped up some of the favorites
that we know people love. Some
highlights for kids include:
Wind Up Australian Butterflies
One of the Heebie Jeebies
range of products they
celebrate the beautiful
native butterflies of
Australia and are great
value for $4.20. They’re
rubber-band powered
butterfly replicas and the range includes
Ulysses, Blue Tiger and Purple Copper.
Dinosaur Skull Excavation Kit
The range of skulls
includes
Tyrannosaurus,
Triceratops and more.
Priced at $5.30 each,
there’s plenty of
opportunity to collect
multiple kits.

T-Rex Hand Puppets
These are rubber hand puppets in a
various colours, priced at $10.80 they’ve
been popular with the kids.

Dinosaur Dreaming Books
We’ve recently taken
delivery of the last of
the Dinosaur Dreaming
books from Lesley Kool.
Price is still $20 and I’m
fairly certain we won’t
be getting any more of
this edition of the book.
Dinosaur Dreaming is a
joint project between
Museum Victoria and Monash Uni.

Native Plant Show
The South Gippsland Native Plants Society had its 30th
birthday this year of its annual native plant show and
sales.
The South Gippsland Conservation Society has had a
stall at the show for many years selling books and goods
related to native flora and fauna, self sufficiency and
environment issues.
We also distribute our brochures and talk to all about our
Society, its aims, the education program and the shop.
As usual, the displays were excellent with a very special
exhibit of a birthday feast where the cake was made
from banksia candles and other party foods were made
from various seeds from native plants.
All plants on display are Australian native plants grown
by members. There was also an excellent display of
native plants indigenous to South Gippsland
Thanks go to those volunteers who work on our stall, it
is always enjoyable, profitable and good publicity for the
SGCS.
- Cynthia Hensley

Victorian Coastal Awards now open
safeguarding Victoria’s coastal and marine
areas.

The Nationals Member for Gippsland
South, Danny O’Brien is encouraging
Gippsland South residents to nominate
people considered to have made positive
change to Victoria’s coastal and marine
areas for the 2018 Victorian Coastal
Awards.

Nominations are sought in the following
categories:

• Improving the physical environment
• Biodiversity Conservation

Mr. O’Brien said the awards recognised
the people and organisations helping to
protect local coastal and marine areas
including those across Gippsland South.

• Education
• Community Engagement
• Planning and management

“Gippsland South is an amazing part of
the world filled with pristine coastlines,
one of Victoria’s largest coastal wilderness
areas Wilsons Promontory and a number
of beautiful inlets and rivers, which are
often cared for by volunteer groups and
organisations.

• Research and monitoring
• Outstanding individual achievement
Nominations close on Friday, February
23, 2018 and winners and finalists will be
announced at an awards ceremony in
April 2018.

“These wonderful people volunteer their
time to assist in protecting our region’s
natural beauty and this is why they
deserve to be recognised. These awards
are the ideal way to say ‘thanks’.”

Further information and nomination forms
are available at www.vcc.vic.gov.au

In their 17th year, the awards aim to
highlight
the
importance
of
the
community
and
partnerships
in
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Jackson Sharks,
Eagle Rays and a
Stingaree
were
observed.

Great Victorian Fish Count
- Shack Bay 2017

An
important
component
involves collating
the data from the

Shack Bay, Bunurong Marine National Park,
welcomed 25 snorkelers Sunday 10 Dec for
its 5th Consecutive Great Victoria Fish
Count Activity.
Ages varied from 6 to
nearly 70 years old and included 10 female
divers. Observers provided safety support
from the beach supporting supervision from
Outthere's Mitch Burrows. 20 of this year’s
divers were first time participants!

collecting groups,
making
connections
and
establishing new
friendships. This
element occurred
around the BBQ
and provided all
with
the
opportunity to speak of the beauty of our
coastline, the marvels of other creatures
such as crayfish, kingfish etc. which were
observed but not recorded in this survey.

This was a fantastic turnout as wind
conditions had been unfavorable in
preceding days and there was a strong
likelihood
conditions
might
be
unsafe. Many participated for the first time
and there was a strong contingent from the
Wonthaggi Underwater Hockey Club.
Although
conditions
were
not
ideal
(visibility only 1-3 meters/an
uncomfortable swell) snorkelers operating
in small groups, sharing a recording slate,
were able to note the presence of 17 of the
25
species
sought. The iconic
Blue Devil, not
noted in previous
counts was a find!
This
year
10
friendly shark and
ray species were
added and Port

Although the GVFC has been operating for
13 years at some sites across the state this
is the 5th in the Bunurong Marine Park and
hopefully local snorkelers will now start
looking each November/December to make
themselves available to participate in this
wonderful citizen science project. You can
look up results of our count and all others
at the Victorian National Parks Association
website. Search for Reefwatch and GVFC.
- Rod Webster

Contact us
Executive Committee
President

Dave Sutton

0419 230 110

Vice President

Annette Read

0437 433 365

Secretary

Alison Brewster

0414 813 878

Treasurer
Education
Committee Rep.

Megan Hewett
Wendy Davies

0408 668 864

Child Safety Officer

Wendy Davies

0408 668 864

Inverloch Branch
Rep.

Daryl Hook

Foster Branch Rep.

Marion Haupt

Visit us:

Cynthia Hensley

The Bunurong Environment
Centre, Cnr Ramsey Boulevard
and The Esplanade, Inverloch,
Victoria.

Shop Committee
Rep.
Ordinary Member
Ordinary Member

www.sgcs.org.au

info@sgcs.org.au

Kate Lance
Bronwyn Teesdale
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Applications for new membership should be made online. Renewal of
membership can also be made on the website.
Membership Renewal
First Name
Family Name
Address
Town/City
Postcode
Phone
Email
Type of Membership



Family

•

P O Box 60, Inverloch 3996

$27.00



Single

$20.00



Concession

$15.00

Send cheque or money order to:
S.G.C.S. Membership Officer

•

Pay with cash or EFTPOS at the BEC

•

Direct deposit to:
Account Name: South Gippsland Conservation
Society Inc.
BSB:

633-000

Account No:

159668714

Make sure you reference your name.
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