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What’s been happening?
CLEAN UP AUSTRALIA DAY

“BLUE CARBON” TALK

Members
of
the
Sou t h
Gippsland
Conserv ation
Society, Peregrines walking
group and Wonthaggi Seedbank
collected about 10 bags of rubbish on Clean Up
Australia Day in the Cape Liptrap Coastal Park at
the Five Mile. The vast
majority of the rubbish
was
pl ast ic
from
hundreds of tiny pieces

Around 30 members gathered at the Bunurong
Environment Centre, Inverloch on the evening of
26 February, for an illustrated talk on Blue
Carbon. This is the storage of organic carbon
from the atmosphere in vegetated coastal
habitats, and it’s up to 40 times more efficient
than terrestrial carbon storage. The most
important vegetated coastal habitats for Blue
Carbon sequestration are seagrass meadows,
tidal marshes and mangroves.

to bait bags, large
drums, crates, ropes &
fishing net. We shared
the beach with a local
scout group and the
Venus Bay Surf Lifesaving Club who took out
some of our bags.

INVERLOCH JAZZ FESTIVAL

SGCS members at the Jazz Festival
parade on 10 March.

The Victorian Coastal Council and Deakin
University are working together on developing
two potential projects in Victoria, including one
in Gippsland for Blue Carbon storage by
rehabilitating degraded, former saltwater marsh/
mangrove sites.
Some
members
enjoyed
dinner
together at a local
hotel before the
talk, and supper
provided a good
time for informal
discussion
and
socializing.

http://vro.agriculture.vic.gov.au/dpi/vro/
vroimages.nsf/Images/
australian_saltmarsh_grass/$File/

http://parkweb.vic.gov.au/__data/assets/

If you don’t live around
Inverloch, and would
like
to
assist
in
organizing
a
Blue
Carbon talk in a town
near
you,
please
contact Dave Sutton
(0419 230 110), Aileen
Vening (0408 726 717)
or
Alison
Brewster
(0414 813 878).

Bunurong Coast Education had a very successful summer season, and has for the first time
run activities over the Labour Day long weekend. The number of schools and groups booking
is increasing rapidly and we have recruited additional sessional presenters to cope with the
demand. We are able to keep our prices down due to the assistance of volunteers with one
off or regular tasks such as meeting and greeting the Discovery activity attendees, repairing
and purchasing equipment, managing the displays in the Discovery room and helping out
with school groups or particular activities. Please contact Wendy Davies if you'd like to be
involved.

The Discovery Room at the Bunurong
Environment Centre has new displays
and activities, including a "Fish Net
Monster" hanging off the side of the
building which is made of fishing nets
that have washed up on local beaches.

TANK UPDATE
With changes to the new Discovery Room, the
‘Rock Pool’ tank has been relocated to the
eastern wall of the room. During the change,
the tank had an overhaul and the installation of
a top quality multi-media filtration system.
This has augmented the existing protein
skimmer, resulting in water quality that is
consistently at optimum levels.

Fish net monster

Freshwater aquarists will know the nitrification
cycle which is the same as a marine tank. Add
phosphate, calcium and carbonate hardness
and things get interesting. Daily checks, water
testing and adjustments are essential to
keeping a tank at optimum level.
We are now looking for a volunteer to assist
with the daily checks and to learn marine tank
care and management.
The reward is the
education and appreciation of visitors, whilst
gaining marine tank experience and an insight
into a community aquarium.
Drop in and have a look.

Rock Pool Tank in the Discovery
Room
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Highlights of our Labour Day Discovery
Program included opportunities to:
Join a ranger on a search to find the
traces animals leave behind.
Uncover the secrets of the sea on a
Rockpool Ramble at Picnic Bay.
Learn about the flora of the Prom and
make a beautiful sun dyed bag to take
home.

Tickets
for
the
Discovery
activities
for
the
Easter
Holidays are now for sale
online at the SGCS
website
www.sgcs.org.au.
Make your bookings now, and
don't miss out, the tickets sell
quickly.
Activities include:

Dinosaur Discovery
Learn about the dinosaurs that once
roamed the Bass Coast area and hunt
for dinosaur fossils. See the dinosaur
footprint, earthquake fault lines,
volcanic lava and petrified trees from
the age of the dinosaurs. Rock breaking
hammers supplied, or BYO. Bonus cave
exploration: bring a torch!

Junior geologist, Fergus, points to a calcite vein
faulting.

Astronomy Dancing with the Stars
See stars and planets through
astronomical telescopes. Learn about
apps used to navigate the skies. In the
event of cloudy weather this activity
will be go ahead as an indoor
astronomical research activity in the
discovery room, learning about what
there is to see in the skies and how to
do it.

These activities are presented by Mike
Cleeland, Education Officer at Bunurong
Coast Education.
Mike has been involved in the Dinosaur
Dreaming dig for 19 years and is an
expert presenter and palaeontologist .

Wildlife Spotlighting
Explore the night for our local nocturnal
wildlife. Spotlights are supplied, but
bring your own torch as well.
This session is presented by Mike
Cleeland, Education Officer at Bunurong
Coast Education.
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SGCS Excursion to Walkerville and Cape Liptrap
SUNDAY 22 APRIL 2018—ALL WELCOME!
Our first Society Excursion for 2018 is to Walkerville South and Cape Liptrap. You will
need car transport - if you don't have a vehicle, you may be able to arrange car-pooling.
We will meet first at 10.00am at the boat ramp at Walkerville
South (parking for about 6-8 cars), where we will look at the
historic lime kilns, and investigate the rock pools, birds, and
geology. We will have lunch (BYO everything) at either
Walkerville South or nearby Bear Gully, which also offers beach,
birds, rocks etc. to explore. Both Walkerville South and Bear
Gully have toilets, but there are no shops. A plant list and
geological map will be available on the day.
https://foster.vic.au/limeburners-walk/

After lunch, we'll drive to the Cape Liptrap lighthouse (no toilets),
to look at plants, rocks and views of Wilson's Promontory, and
hear a little of the history of the lighthouse. We'll have afternoon
tea there around 4pm (BYO thermos and snacks), then people
can depart when they wish.
The excursion will take place regardless of weather (this is green
Gippsland we live in!), unless there's an Extreme Weather
Warning for that day.
Walkerville South is about an hour's drive from Leongatha or
Inverloch, and 40 minutes from Foster.
Enquiries: Alison Brewster 03 5674 3986 or 0414 813 878
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http://www.promcountry.com.au/capeliptrap-coastal-park

Rockpooling in the Dark!
One January evening I was privileged to be the
guide for an inquisitive group of holidaymakers
at Flatrocks, Inverloch as part of the Summer by
The Sea / Bunurong Coast Education program.
A number of families braved the dark to
experience a different perspective of a coastal
rock platform, and were not disappointed.
Armed with torches young
children, teenagers and their
parents were quick to discover
some of the amazing life forms,
many not so apparent to visitors
during the day.

promptly vacated its Warrener Shell home under
the glare of the torchlight.

The best was yet to come! As the tide changed
and ocean water began to flow inward across
the platform into pools and channels, groups of
small fish moved in. Two species of toadfish
amongst them; tiny copies of their adult form.
And then a small Blue Ringed
Octopus propelled itself from its
hiding place into the open
water of a pool where it was
swept up into a container for all
to observe.
Barely four cm
long, only a few weeks old, it
displayed its blue rings and
spots along with its jet
propulsion and climbing ability
that, armed with its incredible
venom and biting beak, makes
it such an awesome little
predator. This was a second
sighting in a week!

In the cooler, dark and moister
conditions of the evening many
creatures are more active,
venturing out to graze or hunt.
A particularly low tide provided
us with better than average
access to habitats on the
platform and it was not long
before there was shared
excitement viewing many of our
unusual creatures.

It was time to avoid getting
wet, but again we were
distracted by the sighting of a
large
predatory
snail,
Spengler’s Rock Whelk. I first
thought it was feeding on
another
snail.
Further
examination showed it was
more likely in the act of laying
eggs.
A beautiful Biscuit
Seastar and the undulating
gyrations of a Nudibranch
provided further distraction to
end the evening. Although not
colourful like its relative the
‘Spanish
Dancer’,
this
specimen was a delight to
observe.

Besides limpets, top shells and
barnacles always visible on the
exposed rock surfaces we
quickly noted large numbers of
shore crabs nestled under rocks.
I expected to see many foraging
introduced European Shore
Crabs (AKA “green meanies”)
moving across the flat areas as I
have in the past, but was not
disappointed when this was not
the case. Perhaps their numbers
have decreased. Two species of
sea cucumbers were quickly
noted, along with elephant
snails, whelks, shrimps, a Red
Bait crab and a little golden Shore Eel which
glistened in the torchlight.

Every visit to a Victorian rock platform, given
the enormous variety of species, is likely to
bring a surprise; a night visit perhaps more so.
Please remember that this will only be the case
if we take particular care of this special
environment and its inhabitants.
Human
activity, changing climate with rising sea levels
are having an impact. Please visit, enjoy but be
particular to ensure all moved rocks are
carefully returned to their original positions.

Red Handed Shrimps, their eyes glowing, (as do
foxes in a spotlight), scuttled around in a large
pool shared with a school of tiny stranded fish.
Pebble crabs wandered across the sand next to
the seagrass and tiny bioluminescent creatures
became apparent. Snapping Shrimps, predatory
worms, Sea Hares and Hermit Crabs provided
talking points along with anemones and their
waving, sticky tentacles.
One Hermit Crab
provided a rare view of its soft abdomen when it

Mike Cleeland
Education Officer
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Point of Point of Sale!
Let me start with a big thanks to the shop
volunteers and Dene who have laboured
long and hard to implement a new shop
point of sale system at the Bunurong
Environment Centre and put up with the
new system of recording sales in the
meantime. I wish I was writing to tell you
that it is IN and we are about to become so
efficient that we will only have to open the
shop once a month to make the same
amount of profit. Regrettably neither of
these things is true.

(not well and not often enough). We have
done some work on this and hopefully the
network will now be strong enough to
support the new shop system.
Really, the most important thing is to
appreciate just how BIG this project was
(maybe we were a little starry eyed when
we first started talking about it?). We have
had to work out the best system to use,
purchase the hardware, barcode ALL the
items in the shop and put them into the
computing system, get each part of the
system to talk to the other parts, set up the
screens the shop volunteers will be using,
test it, test it, test it, document the process
for using it so that finally …. we can start
using it to track what we sell to customers.

But ... we are progressing and we might,
hopefully, desperately, wishfully have it
operational and all the bugs ironed out by
the mid-year school holidays.
Why is it taking so long you might ask?
Well, it is very hard to go fast on an oily
rag. We are trying to make a major change
to how we run the shop with as little
expenditure as possible. Now is the time to
thank Megan Hewett who has volunteered
many hours to the project. Definitely a
bottle of champagne for her mid year. Dene
has also been putting in many more hours
than her contracted hours and is looking
forward to returning to her usual hours
when the @##!! project is finished.

It would have been a demanding project
under normal circumstances but the work
above has had to be done during a period in
which
the
shop
has
never
been
busier…..during January 2017 the shop took
$12,898 in sale revenue and in January
2018, $16,058!
There is no doubt that the new system will
make our processes more efficient and allow
us to cope with this increase in business
without too many headaches. Thank you all
for your patience – almost there.

The other stumbling block has been
technical issues about how our computers
are set up and how they talk to each other

Annette Read
Vice President

Membership Dues 2018/19
Hi all – we have had a few members who have paid their membership renewals over the
past couple of months so I thought I’d put in a quick note to clarify when renewals are
due. At the May 2017 AGM it was decided to change membership (and financial reporting)
to the period 1 July to 30 June (it used to be 1 February to 31 January). It was also
agreed that, rather than ask people to pay a renewal almost immediately for the 2017/18
year, we would accept that members financial on 1 February 2017 would have their
membership extended until 30 June 2018.
IN SHORT MEMBERSHIP RENEWALS ARE NOT DUE UNTIL 30 JUNE 2018.
I will send out an email and letters to remind you prior to that time. Please call me or
email me on membership@sgcs.org.au if you have any queries or change your contact
details.
Annette Read (0437 433 365).
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What’s new in the shop?
Before getting into the details of new products in the shop, I’d like to firstly thank the
volunteers who did shifts during the busy summer holidays. There were some very hectic
days, particularly when other activities were running, such as the wildlife display, dinosaur
walks and other educational activities.
Some new items in the Bunurong Environment Centre Shop that might be of interest to
members are:
Inverloch Shopping Bags.
We have a limited number of Inverloch
shopping bags which were made by the
Boomerang Bags team. When they’re
gone, they’re gone, so make sure to pop in
soon to secure one at just $10.00. They’re
great value for a unique item.

Plastic alternatives.
If you’re looking to reduce your use of plastic products in
the home we have a number of interesting items from
Onya and Litter Free Living. Onya products are all made
from recycled plastic bottles and include the ever-popular
produce bags, Sandwich wraps and a new item which is a
bread bag. The Litter Free Living range includes snack and
sandwich bag sets, cheese bags, bowl cover sets and a new
item which is a leaf bag made of hemp. Use the leaf bag to
store your salad greens to keep fresh and then wash the
bag as needed and re-use.

Lastly I’d like to welcome two new volunteers, namely Colleen and Rosemary, who did their
orientation over the summer holiday period. As always we can use more new volunteers and
there are a few regular shifts that are being covered by others that we’d like to fill. Contact
me by email: shop@sgcs.org.au phone: 5674 3738 or just come into the shop any
Wednesday or Thursday.
Dene Elsegood
Shop Manager

Visit us:

The Bunurong Environment Centre, Cnr Ramsey Boulevard and
The Esplanade, Inverloch, Victoria.
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Plastic Bag Free Bass Coast & Boomerang Bags
One of the great environmental and
community stories of the last couple of
years is the spread of the boomerang bags
movement. Beginning at Burleigh Heads in
2014 there are now 555 boomerang bag
communities worldwide. The
urgency to do something to
address the frightening amount
of plastic pollution in our oceans
has been a driving motivation
which has seen many people,
who would not otherwise
consider
themselves
environmentalists,
to
get
involved.

to many wonderful people who want an
opportunity to do something meaningful for
our environment. Our star sewers are Betty
Dowel and Lyn Gower who are members of
our Thursday night sewing team at Mitchell
House in Wonthaggi; between
them make about 90 bags every
week! Both are in their ‘mature’
years – they wouldn’t mind me
saying.
Plastic Bag Free Bass Coast is
auspiced by the SGCS which has
enabled us to receive grants from
Coastcare and the Bass Coast
Shire Council. Our Inverloch
sewing group is now meeting on
Wednesdays 3-5pm at the
Bunurong Environment Centre.

The following lists are probably
incomplete but groups are
making bags in Foster, Fish
Creek, Inverloch, Wonthaggi and
on Phillip Island. In addition,
many shops in other towns have
gone plastic bag free, or are in the process
of phasing out their use. These include at
Meeniyan, Tarwin Lower, Leongatha,
Corinella, Coronet Bay and San Remo.

With the grants we have been
able to purchase educational
material including postcards,
door hangers and pull up banners to take to
public events, and recently an electric
cutter.
Of course, we are keen to do more to
reduce plastic pollution. If this is an issue
you care about, find out if there is a group
in your area and get involved!

Our Plastic Bag Free Bass Coast group is
based in Wonthaggi and Inverloch. We
have been sewing shopping bags from
recycled fabric for about 20 months; we
have made about 6,000 bags! These bags
are being distributed to shoppers at a
number of shops – you may have seen one
of our boxes at the Bunurong Environment
Centre or other Inverloch and Wonthaggi
shops, or at stores in Corinella, Coronet
Bay, Kilcunda.

The Climate Council Factsheet:
Climate Change and Soaring Arctic
Winter Temperatures.

We have also given away or sold many
bags at community events including the
Wonthaggi Show & the Inverloch Jazz
Festival.
We have supported school programs at
Wonthaggi Secondary College and San
Remo Primary School.

By Will Steffen

Making boomerang bags has introduced us

For full article Ctrl + Click on picture or link below.
https://www.climatecouncil.org.au/arctic-records-2018
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Melbourne Sea Slug Census
Do you like taking photographs of beautiful but little
-understood creatures?
Would you like your images to be used to help
marine scientists update and expand their
knowledge about the diversity and distribution of
this spectacular group of molluscs?
Great! Because the first Melbourne Sea Slug
Census is on!
This year over the weekend of 21–22 April
ReefWatch would like you to take and submit as many images of different sea
slug as you safely can in Port Phillip Bay, Westernport Bay and surrounds.
Find out how!

What is a sea slug and how will you know if you’ve found one?
Sea slugs are actually snails i.e. they are sea snails (marine gastropod molluscs) that have
seemingly lost their shells. They are found in most marine habitats, occurring in shallow
rock pools and in the deep sea. Knowing when you find one can be easy when they are the
size of a football or extremely difficult when they are smaller than the nail on your pinkie
finger. Generally, if it is in saltwater and it moves like a slug it is most likely a 'sea slug'. If
you are unsure, take a photo and we will let you know.
Sea Slugs, also know as nudibranch, are one of the most popular and most photographed
groups of marine invertebrates, with ~400 species known in Victoria. They are excellent
indicators of environmental change because they have rapid life-cycles (less than 12
months), very specific food requirements, and respond to changing oceanographic
conditions.
Yet there is very little basic knowledge on their diversity, distribution and ecology.
To learn more about them we are teaming up with Southern Cross University to have
Melbourne’s first Sea Slug Census in Port Phillip Bay, Westernport Bay and surrounds.
The information gathered will help marine scientists to update knowledge about
the diversity and distribution of this spectacular group of molluscs.
Photos taken over the weekend of 21–22 April and submitted before Sunday 29
April will be used for that purpose and will also put you in the running for a swag
of prizes.

Everything you need to know about the 2018 Melbourne Sea Slug Census can be
found at https://vnpa.org.au/programs/sea-slug-census/
Kade Mills—ReefWatch Coordinator
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Contacting the SGCS

Newsletter Contributions
Editor: Yvonne Kidd
Phone: 0400 685 676
Please email contributions to info@sgcs.org.au

Deadline for next issue: 9th June

You are welcome to
contact
any
of
the
Executive
Committee
members to discuss the
activities of the Society
or
ideas
for
future
activities.

P.O. BOX 60
INVERLOCH , VIC. 3996

03 5674 3738

Executive Committee
Dave Sutton

President

0419 230 110

Annette Read

Vice-president

0437 433 365

Alison Brewster

Secretary

0414 813 878

Megan Hewett

Treasurer

5674 1014

Daryl Hook

Inverloch Branch Representative

Cynthia Hensley

BEC Shop Representative

Wendy Davies

Education Committee Representative

Marion Haupt

Foster Branch Representative

Kate Lance

General Member

Bronwyn Teesdale

General Member

info@sgcs.org.au
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